Poway Examples
of California-Friendly Landscaping

The City of Poway’s Water Conservation
Team encourages residents to embrace
California-friendly landscaping to reduce
water consumption. Additionally,
between the 2003 and 2007 wildfires,
over 50% of Poway’s open space burned
and 150 structures were destroyed.

The City of Poway annually
sponsors a California-Friendly
Landscape Contest.
For more information visit
poway.org/waterconservation.

One of the most frequently asked
questions by residents about Californiafriendly landscaping is, “Which plants
are fire-resistant and water-wise?”
This brochure is a resource to help residents
answer that question.

William and Jean O’Daniel
2008 Contest Winner

The City of Poway is dedicated
to helping residents save water!
Please call (858) 668-1215 or
visit poway.org/waterconservation
to take advantage of available resources
such as free classes, brochures, additional
websites, and tips to save water.

Patrick and Roberta Korch
2009 Contest Winner
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Create a schedule of how much
and how often to water with the
landscape watering calculator at
www.bewaterwise.com/calculator.html

Remove
dead or dying
vegetation.
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Water only before dawn and after
dusk to reduce water loss due to
evaporation and wind. Cut summer
watering to 2 or 3 days per week for grass,
and 1 to 2 days per week for other plants.
Check your sprinkler system for
leaks, overspray and broken sprinkler
heads. Update with drip or other more
water-efficient sprinklers where
appropriate.
Place a 2 or 3 inch layer of mulch
over bare dirt to reduce water
evaporation, improve the soil, and
help control weeds.

5.

Replace lawn areas with water
smart groundcovers, trees, and shrubs.

Reduce the density
of vegetation by thinning
foliage and maintaining clear
spaces between large trees
and shrubs.
Replace highly flammable
plant species with low
flammability, drought-tolerant
ones, typically native species,
including low-growing
ground covers.
Maintain a distance of at least 10 feet between your
roofline and tree branches, giving extra room for
your chimney.

5.

Decrease ladder fuels by trimming or removing
vegetation that extends from the ground to
tree canopies.

Shrubs and Perennials

Achillea tomentosa
Wooly Yarrow

Agave ssp.
Agave

Encelia californica
Bush Sunflower

Heteromeles arbutifolia
Toyon

Penstemon spp.
Penstemon

Leucophyllum Frutescens
Texas Ranger

Dudleya spp.
Live Forever

Baccharis pilularis ‘Twin Peaks’
Dwarf Coyote Bush

Ceanothus griseus horizontalis
‘Yankee Point’

Lavandula spp.
Lavender Cotton

Leptospermum spp.
Tea Tree

Lupinus spp.
Lupine

Ceanothus spp.
California Lilac

Epilobium spp.
California Fuchsia

Eschscholzia californica
California Poppy

Rosa californica
California Rose

Rosmarinus officinalis
‘Prostrate’ Rosemary

Mimulus spp.
Monkey Flower

Cistus spp.
Rockrose

Eriophyllum confertiflorum
Golden Yarrow

Galvezia speciosa
Island Bush Snapdragon

Santolina chamaecyparissus
Gray Lavender Cotton

Sisyrinchium bellum
Blue-eyed Grass

Groundcovers

Cotoneaster dammeri
Bearberry Cotoneaster

Myoporum parvifolium
Creeping Boobialla

Lantana montevidensis
Purple Trailing Lantana

Sedum album
Stonecrop

Baccharis pilularis
Coyote Bush

Trees

Quercus dumosa (endangered)
Coastal Scrub Oak

Rhus ovata
Sugar Bush

Cercis occidentalis
Western Redbud

Quercus agrifolia
Coast Live Oak

Hesperaloe parviflora
Red Yucca

This brochure is meant
to be a resource to
expand your knowledge
on making your
landscaping more
water-efficient and
fire-resistant. These
plants have been
selected because they are
attractive, non-invasive,
long-term performers,
and scaled for residential
landscapes. Once
established, these plants
are drought-tolerant,
and when maintained
properly, they are more
resistant to fire.
These are only examples.
Many more plants are
both water-efficient
and fire-resistant. Visit
poway.org/waterconservation

to view resources.

