Dear Potential Candidate,
This guide is intended to assist Poway residents who are considering running for local office. This
information was prepared to provide general guidance only. It is not all-encompassing; it merely
summarizes the basic requirements to establish candidacy. Candidates, political committees, and anyone
interested in elective office should not, therefore, rely solely on this guide, but should seek legal counsel
or contact the City Clerk’s Office for more detailed information.
There are five elected positions in Poway: Mayor and four Councilmembers. The Mayor is elected at-large
and the Councilmembers are elected by-district.
The City has completed its transition to by-district elections. In 2022, candidates residing in Districts 1 and
3 may run for their respective district’s seat, as well as those candidates for Mayor. In 2024, candidates
from Districts 2 and 4 may run for their respective district’s seat.
The City of Poway conducts elections every two years to elect members of the City Council and every four
years for Mayor. These elections are held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November of
even-numbered years. The next General Municipal Election will be held on November 8, 2022. At that
time the positions of Mayor, Member of the City Council – District 1, and Member of the City Council –
District 3 will be on the ballot.
This brochure is intended to address many of your preliminary questions, but please feel free to contact
the City Clerk’s Office at (858) 668-4530 if you need additional information.
Regards,
Office of the City Clerk

General Qualifications to Run For & Hold Public Office
Age and Citizenship
A U.S. citizen;
Eighteen (18) years on or before election day; and
Residency For Mayor or City Council
At the time nomination papers issued, a person running for Mayor must be a resident of Poway, and a
person running for City Council must reside in the district for which they are seeking election.
Conviction of Crimes
A person is disqualified from holding any office upon conviction of designated crimes as specified in the
Constitution and laws of the State. Government Code §1021
Filing for More than One Office
No person may file nomination papers for more than one office at the same election. California Elections
Code §8003b, §10220.5
City Council Districts
City Council Districts
On October 3, 2017, the Poway City Council adopted an ordinance establishing by-district elections for
offices of council members. Individuals running for City Council must reside in the district they wish to
represent and residents will vote only for candidates in their respective district (view map). The Mayor
will continue to be elected at-large by all voters in the City. View the ordinance for more information.
City Demographics
Population: 50, 207 (Jan. 1, 2018 SANDAG)
Size: 39.4 sq. miles
Registered Voters: 33,057 (Oct. 19, 2020 ROV Report)
Voter Turnout: 88.90 Percent (2020 Election)
Population by Districts:
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Declaring Candidacy
In order to become a candidate, the first step in the process is to file a Fair Political Practices Commission
(FPPC) Form 501 (Candidate Intention Statement) with the City Clerk. The form may be obtained in hard
copy from the City Clerk or electronically from FPPC’s website at www.fppc.ca.gov.
One reason to start early is to begin collecting contributions for the election campaign. If you plan to
accept contributions or make expenditures during your campaign, you must establish your candidate
committee.
A candidate will need to:
• Review the Fair Political Practices Commission Campaign (FPPC) Disclosure Manual 2 –
Information for Local Candidates and their Primarily Formed Committees;
• Review the Poway Municipal Code for local contribution requirements. One important provision
is that candidates may not solicit or accept a contribution in excess of $250 per election from any
individual or political party;
• File a Form 501 (Candidate Intention Statement) with the City Clerk before receiving contributions
or spending your own funds;
• Set up a bank account for your committee;
• File an originally signed Form 410, Statement of Organization, with the Secretary of State and a
copy with the City Clerk within 10 days of receiving $2,000 in contributions;
• The Secretary of State will assign a campaign committee number for use on campaign literature
and future campaign disclosure filings. An annual fee of $50 is required by the Secretary of State.
• File appropriate campaign statements by the filing deadlines. See www.fppc.ca.gov for all forms
and manuals.

Candidate Nomination Period
The candidate filing period runs for four weeks during July and August of even numbered years. The filing
period for the City’s next General Municipal Election will be provided at a later time. Candidates for City
Council must be registered voters in Poway at the time nomination papers are issued and reside in the
district for which they are seeking election.
Extension of Filing Period
If an incumbent does not file for his/her seat, the filing period will be extended for that office for 5 days –
for candidates other than the incumbent.
Nomination Papers
The City Clerk’s office prepares a Candidate’s Handbook, including an Official Nomination Paper,
Candidate’s Statement Form, Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC) Form 700 and other Campaign
Disclosure Forms. Candidates for District Council seats must be nominated by 20 Poway registered voters
who reside in the district being sought. The information is available by appointment at the City Clerk’s
office during the Candidate Nomination Period.

Filing Nomination Papers
All candidates wishing to be placed on the ballot are required to complete the nomination process. To
obtain nomination papers, schedule an appointment to meet with the City Clerk during the nomination
period. Plan your appointment early in the nomination period to give yourself enough time to complete
the process.
During your meeting with the City Clerk, you will be given a Candidate Filing Guide containing useful
information and regulations regarding your campaign. You will also receive the following documents to
complete and file before the end of the nomination period:
• Nomination Petition
• Ballot Designation Worksheet
• Candidate’s Statement of Qualifications Form (filing is optional)
• Code of Fair Campaign Practices (filing is optional)
• Form 700, Statement of Economic Interests
• Form 501, Candidate Intention Statement (if not yet filed)
• Form 410, Committee Organization Statement (if not yet filed)
Filing a Candidate’s Statement of Qualifications to be printed in the voter information guide is optional.
Candidates who choose to file a statement must bear the actual cost of printing, handling, distribution as
well as Chinese, Spanish, Vietnamese and Filipino translations of the Statement in the sample ballot. The
Registrar of Voters will estimate the cost, and the candidate will pay the estimated cost at the time of
filing nomination papers. Statements are limited to 200 words.
To schedule an appointment, please call (858) 668-4530. All filings must be made with the City Clerk’s
Office.
After the Nomination Period Closes
Candidate Briefing
You will be invited to attend a Candidate Briefing hosted by the City Manager’s Office. An overview of the
structure of City government, the regulations regarding political activities in Poway, campaign sign
information and other sources of information will be presented.
Campaign Services Meeting – Registrar of Voters
The San Diego County Registrar of Voters office will invite all candidates to attend an informational
meeting to explain the services and products available through their office.
FPPC Workshops
The Fair Political Practices Commission will provide a webinar with valuable reporting information for the
candidate and treasurer on their website: www.fppc.ca.gov. Contact the FPPC at (866) ASK-FPPC if you
have any questions or need more information.
Record Keeping
During the course of the campaign, candidates and their campaign committee should keep all receipts for
expenditures, detailed records of mass mailings, and information about the source of contributions.
Records must be retained for four years after the election.

Frequently Asked Questions
Must I live in Poway in order to run for elected office?
You must be a resident of the district you wish to represent and be a registered voter of the City to run
for a seat on the City Council. Candidates for Mayor must be residents and registered voters of the City.
If a person owns a business in Poway, but does not live in Poway, is he or she able to sign the nomination
petition?
No, only persons residing and registered to vote in Poway may sign the candidate’s nomination petition.
California Elections Code §10220
Are the mayoral and council positions partisan or non-partisan?
Elections for city offices are non-partisan, meaning candidates do not have to declare a political party in
order to run for office. California Elections Code §334
How many signatures are required on the nomination petition?
A minimum of 20 and a maximum of 30. California Elections Code §10220
Do I have to wait until the nomination filing deadline to turn in my nomination petition and other forms?
No, you may turn in the forms as soon as they are complete. Candidates are encouraged to make an
appointment with the City Clerk to file nomination papers. Candidate statements are confidential until
the conclusion of the nomination period.
Who do I contact if I have additional questions?
The City Clerk is the Elections Official for Poway and will answer your questions or refer you to the
appropriate person or agency. The City Clerk may be reached at (858) 668-4530.
Important Contact Information
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK
13325 Civic Center Drive, Poway, CA 92064
Phone: (858) 668-4530 / Fax: (858) 668—1206
Email: cityclerk@poway.org
www.poway.org
• Campaign Statements for Local Committees and
Candidates
• Forms and Manuals
• Filing Schedules

SAN DIEGO COUNTY, REGISTRAR OF VOTER
5600 Overland Avenue, San Diego, CA 92123
Phone: (858) 565-5800 or (800) 696-0136
www.sdvote.com
• Mail Ballots
• Voter Index/Precinct Lists
• Mailing Labels
• Voter Registration

SECRETARY OF STATE, POLITICAL REFORM DIVISION
1500 11th Street, 4th Floor, Room 495,
Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone: (916) 653-6224
www.sos.ca.gov
• Committee Identification Numbers
• Formation and Termination of Committees

FAIR POLITICAL PRACTICES COMMISSION
1102 Q Street, Suite 300, Sacramento, CA
95811
Phone: (866) 275-3772 (Toll Free)
www.fppc.ca.gov
• Campaign Disclosure
• Conflict of Interest Disclosure

