CITY OF POWAY
MEMORANDUM
TO:

Traffic Safety Committee

FROM:

Steve Crosby, City Engineer

DATE:

February 14, 2018

SUBJECT:

Blue Curb Request at 14024 Powers Road

BACKGROUND
A Blue Curb Application (attachment A) was submitted by Thomas Farrell to the City of
Poway on January 24, 2018. The application requested a blue curb at 14024 Powers
Road citing that the residence across the street at 14025 Powers Road is a special
needs facility that employs 3 to 4 caretakers 24 hours a day, and the caretakes park in
front of Mr. Farrells residence causing him to have to park up the street. Mr. Farrell
possess a valid California DMV Disabled Person Placard (Attachment B).
FINDINGS
Based on City of Poway Ordinance 715, The Director of Development Services may
determine that it is necessary to designate parking spaces on certain public streets for
the exclusive use of any vehicle which displays either a disabled person’s identification
license plate issued pursuant to Section 5007 of the CVC, or a distinguished placard
issued pursuant to Sections 22511.55 or 22511.59 of the CVC. In evaluating the
request, the Director of Development Services may approve a blue curb only after
consideration of the following factors:
1. Inadequate on-site parking at the applicant’s residence (for example, a steep
driveway or inadequate garage/driveway parking) so that the on-street parking
space will provide better access to the applicant’s residence;
2. Lack of reasonable parking alternatives;
3. Current parking conditions within the neighborhood; and
4. Other conditions deemed necessary by the Director of Development Services.
Additionally the applicant must demonstrate a continued need for the blue curb on an
annual basis by providing the Director of Development Services with a copy of a current
DMV placard.
In evaluating the blue curb request staff reviewed the available on-site parking at the
applicant’s residence. The residence has a two-car garage, and the driveway provides
space for the parking of as many as four additional vehicles. In addition, the driveway is
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relatively flat and provides direct access to the front door (Attachment C). Relatively flat
street parking is available in front of the residence. Regarding parking conditions in the
neighborhood, the applicant has indicated the house across the street is a special
needs facility with three to four caretakers 24 hours a day who park in front of his
property.
Staff observed the area on the evening of February 1, 2018 and observed a trailer and
three vehicles parked in the applicant’s driveway, and there were no cars on the street
in front of the applicant’s residence. There were several vehicles including a large van
in front of the house across the street.
Based upon the information provided by the applicant and the research and
observations of staff, staff does not believe that there is adequate information to justify
the request for blue curb in front of 14024 Powers Road.
If approved, the blue curb would be available for use by any vehicle which displays
either a disabled person’s identification license plate issued pursuant to Section 5007 of
the CVC, or a distinguished placard.
RECOMMENDATION
As part of City of Poway Ordinance 715, the Traffic Safety Committee shall make a
recommendation on any proposed blue curb prior to the Director of Development
Services making a determination. Based on the findings above, it is recommended that
the Traffic Safety Committee deny the request for installation of blue curb in front of
14024 Powers Road.

Attachments:
A.
B.
C.

14024 Powers Road Blue Curb Application
Current Disabled Person Placard
Street view image of residence

