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Excellence in Brownfields–Experience With Redevelopment

What Is A Brownfield?

A Brownfield is Defined by the EPA as:

“Real Property, the Expansion, Redevelopment, or 
Reuse of Which May Be Complicated by the 
Presence or Potential Presence of a Hazardous 
Substance, Pollutant, or Contaminant.”



Excellence in Brownfields–Experience With Redevelopment

Poway Road Revitalization Challenges

Decades of Historical Land Uses of Concern (Land 
Uses Where Hazardous Materials/Wastes/Petroleum 
Products Used/Stored/Generated and Potential 
Release)
- Gas Stations
- Automotive Repair/Sales Facilities/Tire Shops
- Dry Cleaners
- Former agricultural fields and facilities

Numerous Known Releases of Petroleum Products



Excellence in Brownfields–Experience With Redevelopment

Poway Road Revitalization Challenges

Incompatible Land Uses 
(Example: Gas Station Next to Apartments and Single 
Family Residences) 

Extremely Shallow Water Table  (Groundwater ≈ 3 –
19 Feet Below Grade) So Easy for Releases to 
Migrate

Redevelopment Projects Faced Uncertainty, Increased 
Costs, and Unanticipated Schedule Delays



Excellence in Brownfields–Experience With Redevelopment

Poway Road Revitalization Challenges

Difficult to Address Blight and Redevelop 
Brownfields Under These Conditions!
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Poway Proactive!

Poway Applied for an EPA Brownfields 
Assessment Grant and Was Awarded $200,000 

Grant Project Area Included Parcels on Either 
Side of 2.59 Mile Section of Poway Road 
Between Oak Knoll Road and Garden Road



Excellence in Brownfields–Experience With Redevelopment

EPA Brownfield Grants

EPA Brownfields Program Began in 1995

EPA Brownfields Grants For Assessment, Cleanup, 
and Jobs Training Available for up to $200,000

EPA Revolving Loan Fund Grants Up to $1 million

In 2008, EPA Anticipates Funding 200 Grants for 
Total of $72 million.



Excellence in Brownfields–Experience With Redevelopment

Poway’s Goals for Grant

Identify Potential Health Risks To “Sensitive 
Receptors” Along Poway Road

Assist and Educate Property Owners and the 
Community About Brownfields Redevelopment, Cost 
Effective Remediation, and Funding Sources

Facilitate Redevelopment of Properties With Releases, 
Eliminate Blight, and Create Jobs 



Excellence in Brownfields–Experience With Redevelopment

Grant Activities

Activities Conducted With Grant Funds Included:
- Phase I Environmental Site Assessments
- Health Risk Screening
- Overall Site Conceptual Model Preparation
- Generalized Corrective Action Planning
- Grant Website and Geographic Information 

System Creation
- Public Outreach (Identifying Funding Sources)
- Grant Management (Preparation of Property 

Profile Spreadsheets, Quarterly Reports, and Final 
Summary Report)



Excellence in Brownfields–Experience With Redevelopment

Findings Of Assessment Grant 

Identified Numerous Facilities Which Use/Store 
Hazardous Materials or Petroleum Products or 
Generate Waste - Many with Underground 
Storage Tanks (USTs)

Identified Numerous Facilities Which Had 
Historical Land Uses of Potential Concern

Identified 11 Open and 10 Closed  Releases from 
Leaking USTs



Excellence in Brownfields–Experience With Redevelopment

Findings of Assessment Grant

Several Locations Where Releases from USTs 
Have Resulted in Groundwater Plumes



Excellence in Brownfields–Experience With Redevelopment

Findings Of Assessment Grant

Health Risk Assessment Screening Conducted For 
Eight Facilities with Releases 

Five Facilities Identified as Having Releases Which 
Have Resulted in Potential Health Risks

All Facilities are Under the Oversight of a Regulatory 
Agency (DEH)

Poway Is Following Up with DEH to Address 
Potential Health Risks
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Grant Website
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Grant Website
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Grant Website



Excellence in Brownfields–Experience With Redevelopment

Grant Website
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Grant Website
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Links to GeoTracker
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Funding Sources

Several Funding Sources Available to Assist in 
Brownfields Assessment and Cleanup
- State UST Cleanup Fund
- Orphan Site Cleanup Account (OSCA)
- Cal ReUSE Loans
- CERF Loans
- EPA Brownfield Grants
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State UST Cleanup Fund

Assists Responsible Parties (RPs) in Assessing and 
Cleaning Up Releases from USTs

Eligible Applicants Include Current or Past Owners/ 
Operators of USTs

Only Costs Paid by the RP Are Reimbursed
- “Reasonable and Necessary" Assessments and 

Cleanups Required by Regulatory Agencies
- Incurred after January 1, 1988 
- Amounts Awarded in Third-Party Compensation 

Against RP



Excellence in Brownfields–Experience With Redevelopment

Orphan Site Cleanup Account

Funds Cleanup of Brownfields with Petroleum 
Releases from USTs Where There is No RP

Provides Up to $1.5 Million in Reimbursement

Applicants Not Eligible for Cleanup Fund and Did 
Not Cause/Contribute to Release; and Sites Must Be 
Brownfields, and Not Owned/Operated by the Federal 
Government

Assessment/Cleanup Required by Regulatory Agency



Excellence in Brownfields–Experience With Redevelopment

Cal ReUSE Loans

Low Interest Loans Through California Pollution 
Control Financing Authority for Brownfields 
Assessment, Technical Assistance, and Cleanup 
Planning – 4.65 % Rate in 2007
- Loan Amounts Up to $125,000
- 25 % Match  Required 
- Maximum Loan Term of 36 Months with No 

Payments Required During Loan Term

Loan May Be Forgivable if Project Falls Through
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CERF Loans

Bridge Loans for Brownfields Redevelopment

Can Be Used for Acquisition, Assessment, Cleanup, 
Pre-Development Costs, and Construction. 

Loan amounts up to $100 million, Generally with 1 % 
Deposit Required

Interest and Loans Fees Vary with Risk

Term Is 2 Years with Two 1-Year Extension Options
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EPA Brownfields Grants

Most Grants Limited To Tribal or Government 
Entities – Non-Profits Can Apply for Cleanup 
Grants

Still a Potential Source of Funding Because City 
Possibly Willing to Apply for Grant and Partner 
with Other Stakeholders to Facilitate 
Redevelopment Project
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Success Story – Dunster Before
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Success Story  - Dunster After
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Success Story – Big Stone Lodge


